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RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS BY THE
UNITED STATES:

TBrmes Zrviey Ravar.
THE MOVEMENT FOR INDEFENDENCE.

When Texas in the fall of 1635 found. hersel at war with Mex-
ieo, her first step, after putting the country in  state of defense,
to cast about for aid. Two alicrnatives were presented o her:

che might cither ally hersel with the Mexican Liberals, who wero
also in rebalion aguinst the centralized govornment of Senta
A s ikt docir i, el 15 1 il
States for ‘What she did wes o experi-

ity in

et ful
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‘ment with cach courso in turn; and the revolution falla thus into
two_ phases—irst, an efort. to restore tho “republican principles”
ot conttution which e Anns had averthrown; sondly,
& strugglo for independenca.  Some emphasis has been nid upon
the conscentionaness of the Texan colonsts during the fist period
in adhering to their obligations to Mexico and the reluctance with
which they finally threw off alloginnce to their adopted country.
Tt is no doubt true that, rather then engage in @ war whose issue
was at best doubtful, the majority of the calonists would have
preferred to continue the ald relationship with Mexico under the

tracing tho rolations between Texas and the United States at thia
time, one s foreed to question whether the Texan leaders were as
sincere during the first months of the revolution in (heir loyalty
o the consttution of 1824 as they were later on in the acknowl-
edged war for independence; whether more confidence cither in
their own strengéh or in help from without might not have led
earlier to an wnqualificd declaration of independence, Tn the fall
of 1835, howerer, they felt that help from some quarter must be
fortheoming—that alone they were incapable of reisting the forces
that had already suppressed similae uprisings in other provinces
throaghout, Mesico

The Consultation at San Felipe, which was called partly for the
purpose of determining what couree to pursue, docided, November
6, against a declaration of independence by a vote of thrty-three to

port defining the position in which

Texas stood was brought in by a committeo appointed for the pur-
pose, and unanimously adopted. Tt stated that:

Whrey, Gonerl Antoic Topes de Sunta Arms, and ofher
ilary aiefaing, bave, b foce of g, vetheows.the foer
= feope Mem, and dxmlved tho wial compach yhich e
m.d betwoen Texs and tho othor

ow the gond peole of Tesu, evaliog themseives o7
i atare Fights

SOLEMNTY DROLARE

Ist. That they havo taken wp arms i defenco of their rights
and liberties, which wero threatened. by the encroachments of mi
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stary dospots, and in defenco of the ropublican principles of the
fedeal sonfion of Mere,of cigioe and vty tourt
3. That Texas is o longer morally or civily bo
nion; yor, stmniased by ha geneosty and lvmpllhy
‘eople, they offe their support and as
of Abe_)lulun ey s v 5

e i e o b
of the nominal Menun republic have the right fo govern within
the iy of T

it m., il net o sy o s st e

um ithin the limits of Texas.
et they bt n o b their ight duing the Gongunize:

Plor Tt fodydaciin  despotem, bo willdraw
 he umion, to emhluh o e  government, o to

such measur doen st calolated fo protest
o rights and o, Tt st oy il contious fathal to
o Morion gorerment o I iy the
and Taws that were Tormed for the gorernment of the
ol mm jon.

6th. That Texas is responsible for the expenso of her armies
now in the feld.

- ot thepol it of Teas e pldged for the payment

of avy debts con

8th.  That she will ke Irvdnunmnl in lands, ol v
e thei srvc n ber preent skuggl, and reeive vt

Thronghont. the rest of this year and the beginming of the next,
the General Council of the prosisional gorernment? remained at
Teast nominally faithful to this decaration, On the other hand
Provisional Governor Smith wae from the fat an axdent advocate
of an immediate declaration of independence; and it is to this

Tho Meccan e, wclled, i Sant Avsa b it over
e modeled gy
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Al of cpiin s ong 1wt gl bt
the govror nd e Comel bas b a

itad of the Council on tie sbjet s 70 doubt partly
gt o ot st e o 0
‘majority of the Texans, known s the conservatives, wero reluctant
to withdraw allegiance from Mexioo—that, in spto of their docls-

plaining at some length that the volunteors had taken vp arms in
defenco of the constitution of 1824, e continued thus:

L have fithtlly lbord tor yersto it Texas pormanently
th There was but one way o

hoc s o i e of permlnenvy or barmony, which
was by admitting Tews into a stato of the Mexican confoder-
ation,

The people of Texas desired it; and if proofs wero wanting (but.

Smith, “The Quarrel Betwoen G and. tho Counsi of the
Provnal Govatument of e m..m, " Ta Quasaai, ¥, 395,
b merated. in (hia article were aa follows: (1)

al; (3) o
5 e

7 was entirly llogeal. 1t stated that
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ments, prodic
sitackol,
i want of
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they are ot) of their fdeliy to their obligations s Mexican citi-
seas, this effort to ereot Texas into o stato affords one which is
oncisive to overy man of Judgment wiho knows ayting abont
uatry.
e o ot of the Texuns, thrsor, in wishing o sepuration
il 0 the wresionof his sty o s, var
e o st ek i e

Later on, sk, in explaining th acton aken by the Consltaion
of San Felipe, Austin again s

Tho majority of Texas, so far s an opinion can bo formed fs
et of the poplo at u-m primary motingy s do idadly in
favor of declaring in ‘and wnequivocal terms, for the
tetersl onstitaion of 054" and for tho avpamtion of 4
ez, ifhr 10 & s’ tha Merkoen guafoberaion, o pro-
vinmmlly‘ it the authoiio of tho state of Coabuila wnd Texas
9 necossary to st
ky oy, o it wae Wit it . greament
.e .n owing to ion prisonment of the cxeoutive
A e sontio by o baatonal nteronton of
Hhe mtary powes. Som adividual wero als in favor of inde-
pendence, though o pablic meeting whose proceedings 1 have
acen, expressed 1 oe?

an id

Even William H. Wharton, one of the most radical advocates for
independence, in speaking of the November declaration, said: “T
do not blame the Consultation for their declaration. They were
‘ot empowered and it was ot in the contemplation of those who

to make sny ofher” Morfit, the agent sent out in
the summer of 1836 by President Jackson o examine into the con-
dition of affairs in Texas, also reported, August 2 “The Texans

after Covs invasion] wished to separate from the confederacy, but,

ot 4 Gomrbenio oy of Teme 1, 80255
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